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The idea of a Computer Science Honor Society was proposed at a local
ACM student chapter meeting at Texas A & M University in the Fall of
1965. A committee of five students and a faculty advisorl was appointed
by the A & M student chapter of ACM to study the concept of an honor
association for Computer Science students and to report back to the
chapter.

After insuring that there was not a national honor society for Com-
puter Science, the committee began to study the Constitution and By-Laws
of several honor societies in order to familiarize themselves with the
concepts of both national and local organizations. A local Constitution
and By-Laws were drawn up, revised several times, and finally approved
by the student chapter of ACM at Texas A & M University. The name,
Upsilon Pi Epsilon, was selected and the association was chartered as a
non-profit corporation by the State of Texas on January 10, 1967. This
was followed closely by the initiation of 22 charter members on
January 23, 1967.

The real meaning of Upsilon Pi Epsilon is more than knowing what
the initials stand for. The real meaning is in understanding the goals
subscribed to by Upsilon Pi Epsilon. These provide the real reason for
the existence of Upsilon Pi Epsilon. These goals are:

1. The promotion of high scholarship -

Fromotion of high scholastic achievement is gained
through the tendering of membership to those students
who have displayed a high scholastic achievement.




2. The encouragement of individual contribution -

Upsilon Pi Epsilon encourages individual contributions

to the computing sciences through various projects under-
taken individually and as a society project. Many in-
dividual projects are performed by those selected for
membership as evidence of their serious intentions to
further the goals of Upsilon Pi Epsilon.

3. The recognition of outstanding talent -

Upsilon Pi Epsilon seeks to recognize and reward out-
standing talent already engaged in the computing science
profession. Through the award of honorary memberships
Upsilon Pi Epsilon not only rewards nationally prominent
individuals but also spreads the worthwhile goals of
Upsilon Pi Epsilon.

4. To provide an environment for the growth of Computer Science -

Growth of the computing sciences is fostered by Upsilon
Pi Epsilon. Through the pooling of the individual
talent into a society effort many projects are under-
taken.

5. To effectively represent Computer Science in interdisciplinary
communications -

Upsilon Pi Epsilon has received national recognition
through the publications of The Association of Computing
Machinery (ACM). Through these publications and others
Upsilon Pi Epsilon strives to increase computing sciences
and their use in all fields of endeavor.

6. To maintain the standards for our profession -

The members of Upsilon Pi Epsilon will enhance the
standards of the computing science profession as they
become prominent members of the computing community
through the continued application of the same enthusiasm,
leadership and scholastic achievement that earned their
membership in Upsilon Pi Epsilon.

There can be little doubt as to the value of computing science.

There are very few niches of our daily lives that are not touched and
influenced by the computer. The path to reach the summit is uncharted.

The summit is still unfathomed. However the path to the summit of com-

puting science will be trod by computer scientists working with many

related fields. These achievers will accept the challenges presented to




them and respond with solutions. Membership in Upsilon Pi Epsilon is not
Just an honor without meaning conferred for scholastic achievement but
rather a challenge to fulfill the goals of Upsilon Pi Epsilon and thus
further the field of computing science.

The original qualifications for membership were:

1. Candidate for a Computer Science degree

2. 16 hours of graduate work

3. 2.75/3.00 grade point average, as a minimum

4. Upper 207 of candidates meeting requirements 1 & 2.

These qualifications have been modified and now recognize the need
for undergraduate members, faculty and honorary members, and other
special cases.

On May 11, 1967, John R. Pierce of Bell Laboratory, Washington, D. C,
was elected as the first honorary member of Upsilon Pi Epsilon. The
second honorary membership was awarded to Leland H. Williams at the 1968
National Conference of ACM. Dr. Williams was the outgoing Chairman of
the ACM Committee on Student Membership and Student Chapters. He was
instrumental in having ACM recognize and endorse the concept of a Com~
puter Science Honor Societyz. Other honorary members include Cmdr. Grace
M. Hopper.

In 1969 Pennsylvania State University became the second chapter of
Upsilon Pi Epsilon. This chapter was followed by North Carolina State
University at Raleigh and the University of Southwestern Louisiana.

Since that time, the interest and memberships into the organization have
been growing.

The first National Convention was held in conjunction with the 1972
Spring Joint Computer Conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey, This was
attended by representatives from all of the chapters and the National
Constitution and By-Laws were revised. New officers for the National or-

ganization were elected and the National Headquarters was relocated3.




The concept of Computer Science as a discipline has been debated for
many years. The establishment and growth of a multitude of Computer
Science departments and the success of Upsilon Pi Epsilon are but two of

the myriad of reasons why this debate is no longer relevant.
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